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Abstract/Overview

Group exhibition/workshop/project space/laboratory with the participants and faculty members of  SVA’s MFA Art Practice low-residency program (class of  2013). The project aim is to address and investigate the  experienced “reality” created by the program’s structure,  foregrounding the duality of the low-residency, on one hand having short intense time together in physical space over the summer, and the other being solely connected through cyberspace for the rest of the academic year.

Introduction/Personal Statement: 

We are the guinea pigs,  the beta-testers, the forerunners -- both the participants and faculty in this new program,  this new form of learning, –  exchange and dialog both in physical space and then in an online environment. Closing in on one year now, the urge and need is pending to reflect on the nature, structure and function of this split -- a multi-place and multi-spaced program. The proposed exhibition/laboratory has two main objectives that will overlap in the process. One is to create a temporal meeting in the realms of physical space, a chance for works to materialize for a moment in a new place and different context, away from cyberspace, virtual communication and dis-placement. The other is to create a platform for dialog, reflection, critique, sharing and further development of the works.  This will not be a traditional exhibition in form, with an opening and closing with static space between.  Instead this will be a flowing, evolving, growing and morphing platform with an emphasis on sharing, experience, and exchange. 

Project Description 

The exhibition will unfold in sequenced but overlapping phases over the exhibition period. It will begin with the presentation of the work we have  created during the last semester (spring 2012) in our class with Kathy Brew, Autobiography of Place. This in itself is a challenge, because the works are being created all over the world --  in China, Korea, Canada, the UK, Iceland, Arizona and New York.   At present, we are conceiving  and creating our art in our own studios and presenting it in the context of  the online cyberspace. But this exhibition will serve as a kind of space/time machine, enabling works to be manifested in relationship, context and dialog with each other in the physical world, bringing them out from the low-resolution of the two dimensional space of the computer screen. This transformation will produce further development in the works themselves. The second phase will  focus on the re-connecting of us, as bodies in the same place, space and time.  This phase will be led and produced in collaboration with performance artist Ernesto Pujol, strongly linked to the coursework of the summer. This will culminate in happenings and performances in the gallery. The third phase will involve  discussions and analysis of this creative/educational/work environment we have placed ourselves in. This phase will be organized and executed in collaboration with Angela Conant and culminate with the participation of guests. This final phase will  take on the form of a meeting-place for our salons/dinners.
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